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Rai Kfuddree Dass Bahadoor, Mookim and Court Jeweller
T;O the Government of India, and the pride and ornament
of the Jain community. The Calcutta Jains are mostly
traders ; and the wealth of their community gives them a
social importance greater than would result from their
mere numbers. Like the magnificent series of temples
and shrines on Mount Abu, the Manicktola Temple is one
of the 'many striking outward signs of the wealth and-
importance of the community. The Temple is dedicated
to Sitalnathjee, the tenth of the twenty-four Jain Tri-
thahkars or prophets.

From Rai Buddree Dass Bahadoor's Temple Street
the traveller enters the Temple by a magnificent porch.
Inside the grounds the scene is fairy-like. At one end
stands the Temple, the great centre of attraction. It
is built in the Jain style of Northern India. The
principal part of the Temple is reached by a flight of
-wide marble steps. The landing is canopied by a triple-
arched light roof of variegated glass of great artistic
design. The Temple is flanked on three sides by a beauti-
ful verandah. The walls are decorated on the outside
with mosaic and other ornamental work. The Sanctuary
is in three sections, in the innermost of which is placed
the sacred image of the Trithankara. The outer sections
of the Sanctuary are exquisitely ornamented from the
floor to the ceiling. They are paved with marble and
decorated in the centre with beautiful mosaic work. The
ceilings and columns are all richly ornamented and gilded.
The walls of the Sanctuary and its two aisles are tessela-
ted and decorated with mosaic in pietroduro and with
glass and stone work of a special kind. In the middle
section of the Sanctuary there is a magnificent chandelier
with over a hundred branches. The whole interior of the
Temple is magnificently ornamented. Tourists from every
quarter of the globe, who have visted the Temple, have
pronounced it to be the finest of its kind in the East.

In the front of the temple lies the garden, in the centre of
which is a beautiful fountain. All round are paved walks
and pretty flower-beds. Indian as well as exotic plants are
tastefully intermingled everywhere in thegarden. Pavilions
and statuary adorn the grounds.